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If you know anything that our readers should know tell us about it: Corruption in Community Leaders? Shady Politicians? Dodgy Dealings in Deceptive Organisations? Let us know-and we'll tell your story...

Glasgow City Council- 
New Apprenticeship Places Announced By 

Glasgow City Council   

Councillor Steven Purcell, Leader of Glasgow City Council,  announced 

that the authority’s arm’s-length construction company is to take on 140 

new apprentices.  Despite difficult market conditions and a downturn 

in the economy, City Building (Glasgow) LLP has secured work and funding to 

increase the number on last year’s figure of 106, representing a rise of almost 

40%.  The apprenticeships will consist of mainly joiners, plumbers, electricians and 

painters, with additional specialist trades, for example lift and heating engineers.  

They will be trained in City Building ’s award winning Queenslie Training 

Centre where over 500 apprentices are trained every year for the public and 

private sector.  Councillor Purcell, Leader of Glasgow City Council, said: “The 

apprenticeship scheme is about giving people the skills to find work and fulfilling 

their aspirations for a brighter future.  “There is £4.5bn of construction work 

under way or planned in Glasgow and our apprenticeship scheme and other 

measures we are taking will leave the city extremely well-placed. 

“We are tailoring the apprenticeship places to fit the demands of employers 

in the city. Due to the 2014 Commonwealth Games, the M74 completion and 

other regeneration projects there is huge demand in the construction sector, as 

well as the retail, hospitality and tourism industries. 

“ City Building , on behalf of the Council, will continue to be involved in the 

construction of local community facilities. I believe that as well as creating new 

and modern facilities, the Council should be investing in the people within the 

community and the modern apprenticeship is the best model for achieving this.  

“Investing in the skills of our young people is one of the things that will protect 

the city for the future and ensure that Glasgow remains open for business.”  Willie 

Docherty, Managing Director, City Building , said: “We have first class facilities here 

at Queenslie and we would encourage any company which could give employment 

to a young person as an apprentice to contact us and we will arrange the training 

and support required.”  City Building was overwhelmed with applications for 

construction apprenticeships and this year was no different. Despite a low-key 

advertising campaign, around 1400 applications were received – which is 10 young 

people for every job available.  Steve Kelly, City Building ’s Director of Corporate 

Services, believes that the investment in Glasgow ’s young people will allow them 

to take advantage and provide employment opportunities in the long term.  He 

said: “The construction industry must look towards the future - while no company 

will be sheltered from the current downturn, a skilled workforce will be required 

when the situation improves.”

Donate to Ethnic Enable online!
Dear All,

 I am pleased to inform you all that you can now donate to Ethnic Enable 

online via our website.  We have partnered with Charities Aid Foundation to 

provide a secure and easy method to allow donors to give donations via our 

website.  Please see our link below:

http://www.ethnicenable.org.uk/donate_online.html 

another way to donate is to use www.everyclick.com - an Internet search 

engine with a big difference - it donates half its revenues to charity!

Just make www.everyclick.com/ethnicenable your home page and 

make sure you use it whenever you search the web!

Kind Regards,Furrah Arshad, Manager

Ethnic Enable, 39 Napiershall Street, Glasgow G20 6EZ

Telephone: 0141 334 2277

Email address: Furrah.Arshad@ethnicenable.org.uk 

www.ethnicenable.org.uk

Unique “Halaal” Savings Plan launched in the UK
alburaq, the UK’s most innovative Islamic Home Finance provider, has launched a unique savings product for British customers. 

The new capital-protected 

Savings Plan is an “Halaal” 

alternative to a guaranteed 

equity bond, and allows customers 

exposure to the stock market in 

complete harmony with ethical Islamic 

principles.

Customers can deposit as little 

as £500, and their investment will be 

linked to the stock market via 20 shares 

selected from the Dow Jones Islamic 

Index. Savers will be entitled to 100% 

of the capital gain achieved by the plan 

– whilst enjoying peace of mind that 

their initial deposit is protected and 

their investment is in accordance with 

Shari’ah.

Keith Leach, Head of alburaq, 

commented: “We’re very excited to 

launch this revolutionary product. 

At alburaq we have a tradition of 

pioneering developments in the UK 

Islamic Mortgage market. We’re now 

breaking new ground in the savings 

market by launching the UK’s first 

Halaal alternative to a guaranteed 

equity bond.”

“Our research has shown that, 

whilst the Muslim community highly 

values property as a means of wealth 

generation, there is also a desire for 

alternative investment options. Our 

unique Savings Plan was created in 

response to that need.”

Whilst it is considered permissible 

for Muslims to own shares, there are 

restrictions on the type of companies 

that are considered ethical according 

to Shari’ah. To be considered “Halaal” 

a company must not be over-reliant 

on debt, nor must they be engaged 

in activities that Islam would consider 

cruel or unjust. In many ways, Islamic 

investment principles are even stricter 

than the mainstream ethical investment 

that are being offered.

The alburaq Islamic Savings Plan 

will invest depositor’s funds for a period 

of 5 years, and will mature on the 26th 

of September 2013. Customers can 

choose to invest as little as £500, and 

up to £1 million. The return offered to 

customers will be linked to a basket of 

20 shares from the Dow Jones Islamic 

Market Titans 100 Index.

This fixed term account will only 

be available until the 5th of September 

2008, so interested customers are 

encouraged to apply as soon as 

possible.

The Islamic Savings Plan has been 

developed by alburaq and will be 

offered in partnership with the Bank 

of Ireland. Full details and terms are 

available by visiting www.alburaq.co.uk 

<http://www.alburaq.co.uk>  or by 

calling alburaq on 0845 850 0786.

About alburaq

alburaq is the UK’s most innovative 

provider of Shari’ah-compliant Islamic 

Home Finance, and has launched a 

wide range of products for the Halaal 

Mortgage market.  

Alburaq is a brand name belonging to 

ABC International Bank plc (a subsidiary 

of the Arab Banking Corporation), a 

major Middle-Eastern banking group in 

which government agencies of Kuwait, 

Abu Dhabi and Libya have significant 

share-holdings. ABC was founded in 

1980, and is headquartered in Manama, 

Bahrain. The Group has a well-established 

international network including offices 

in Paris, Milan, Frankfurt, London and of 

course the Arab world. ABC Group is one 

of the largest banks in the Arab world, with 

assets totalling approximately US$33 

Billion (December 2007).

Islamic banking is a faith-based 

system of financial management, which 

derives its principles from the Shari’ah 

– Islamic ethics derived from three 

sources:

•	 TheHoly Qur’an 

•	 TheHadith (sayings of the Prophet 

Muhammad) and 

•	 TheSunnah (practices and traditions 

of the Prophet Muhammad) 

For Muslims, giving or receiving 

interest (known as “Riba” in Arabic), 

is strictly forbidden. All of alburaq’s 

products are free of from Riba, and 

operate in accordance with Shari’ah 

principles. Prior to launch, all alburaq 

products are reviewed by a Shari’ah 

Supervisory Committee (SSC), composed 

of respected Islamic scholars. Products 

are only launched once their structure 

and associated contracts have been 

approved by the SSC.

Coming Soon!
Eid on the Drive 2008

http://eidonthedrive.com/ 

Albert Drive, Pollokshields, Glasgow!

Street Stalls, Street Performers, The Pollokshields Parade, Outdoor 

Stage Event, Fireworks Display and much, much, MORE…

If you would like to support any aspect of the event or get involved, 

please contact Rabia, by emailing rabia@meem.biz or calling our 

Glasgow office on 0141 574 4047.
“Meem Consultants are proud to be assigned as Event 

Managers for Eid on the Drive 2008 (Again!)”

meem

Scotland’s Ethnic Consultancy

0700 5 963 932 | www.meem.biz
• Project Management • Public Relations • Campaign Management • 

Events Management • Training • Marketing •  Communication • Research 
•  Media Planning & Buying • Creative Designs • Web Development •  

Branding Communication

EDITORIAL:
‘He who does not trust enough-will not be trusted’: Lao Tzu

As the Holy Islamic Month of Ramadhan falls upon us- we ask for stronger 

bridges to be built between all the communities.

Particularly for Muslims this is a time for contemplation, a time for forgiving 

and a time for reflection.....

Yet another funded Scottish Muslim awareness group-Scottish Islamic 

Foundation, SIF, comes under scrutiny before it even starts to function fully and 

help to make social changes.

Is it politically motivated or simple racism????

And the sad thing is, it does look like that it is being exploited and opposed  by 

political and, dare i say it,  religious agendas, rather than any other agenda.

Previously well-funded groups have still to make a massive change - so let us 

all wait and see what SIF can do before everybody starts criticising it.

It looks as though the knives are out early between candidates that are 

standing for political parties in the upcoming 2010  epic election battleground 

which will be the Glasgow Central area.

The electorate is shrewd enough to figure out the manipulation and the 

economical strategies of the truth that will take place -targeted at candidates-so 

please let us all have a fair crack at the whip.

The best ‘honest’ candidate will win,

Well done to UK in the magnificiently handled Beijing Olympics-well done to 

all - particularly China.

As the Indo-Pak countries celebrate their 61 years of independence-all we 

can say is congratulations to India but poor Pakistan- Asif Ali Zardari (Mr 10% !!!!) 

and Nawaz Sharif !!!!!!- the clock is ticking to  armageddon in Pakistan!!!

Lying is a one of the traits of hypocrisy, where the rich, the arrogant, the 

envious, the arse-licker and the weak, boast their ‘good deeds’ to impress people 

rather than their creator.

I made a mistake of accepting  ‘brothers’ and ‘sisters’, who thought they had 

vision, into my heart, and got burned for that mistake, for their hearts were made 

of stone, and those that know me know that i do not lie.

I, like others, make mistakes some of the time, and hopefully learn from those 

mistakes.

‘man is primarily governed by passion and instinct’: M Iqbal. 

So i am hoping the following odes and proverbs can stimulate the guilty and 

the innocent:

‘ pray the prayer like a man who does not think that he will pray another 

prayer besides it: 		  saying of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)

‘A scholar who cherishes the love of comfort is not fit to be deemed a 

scholar’: 		  Lao Tzu

Richness is not in having many belongings- but ‘richness’ is the richness of the 

soul (contentment ): 		  the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)

‘Nations are born in the hearts of poets, they prosper and die in the hands of 

politicians’		   M Iqbal

‘Be the Chief but never the LORD! ‘ 	 Lao tzu

There are two bessings that many people love- ‘health’ and ‘freetime’: 

	 the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)

‘The Words of truth are always paradoxical’-	Lao tzu

‘From caring comes courage’ : 	 Lao Tzu

‘Great acts are made up of small deeds’: 	 Lao Tzu

‘If you do not change direction- you may end up where you are heading’: 	

	 lao tzu

‘Take benefit of five before five- your youth  before your old age-your health 

before your sickness- your wealth before your poverty- your free time before 

your are pre-occupied and life before your death”

	 The Prophet (p.b.u.h.)

The politically and anti-islamic motivated critics are out to create problems 

for SIF- but they are failing because no one is listening to bigots and politicians 

with agendas, these critics who have been themselves involved in supporting 

dubious ‘labour party’ influenced  ‘projects’ now have the audacity to challenge the 

pioneering SIF because it is a different muslim group  or because its SNP!!!

The arguments are childish and do not do justice for ‘real democracy’.

The truth is, as we travel through the holy month of ramadhan, the South Side 

Asian mafia is running scared- they are trying their best to control other forms 

of media to promote their vile philosophies and political ambitions but didn’t 

reckon on new initiatives to challenge them. Initiatives as old as time itself - called 

‘honesty’.

One year on - Scotland  Chronicle grows stronger - along with criticising the 

criminals- we have featured excellent projects, initiatives and people who have 

done us all proud.

This publication isn’t about profit- its about the truth - the reality of life many 

of us ignore or unaware of.

The reality of the corruption around us - that we should be aware of.

The reality of those who would use the name of religion to justify their crimes 

and evil.

We see Scottish Labour weakening because their policies are no longer 

working- sleaze after sleaze after sleaze, lies on the Iraq War, where our soldiers 

are being needlessly killed in Afghanistan and Iraq, for lies and more lies.

Many black and  minority  ethnic communities have turned their backs on the 

Scottish Labour- because it is failing them as well the rest of the country.

It seems follow the pound- follow the politician.

Perhaps it is time for Scotland to accept independence, under the the Tories 

and Labour we have lost control of our coal, steel and oil industry all we have left 

is the banking and the insurance industry.

A year on, I have been very proud to edit this non-profit free publication, 

letting freedom of speech and democracy highlight the negatives and pushing 

forward the positives. If we have offended the innocent then forgive us - if we have 

challenged the guilty - then change your ways.

Don’t hide behind the politician mask or  a phantom religious ideology..

My own experiences with certain individuals the past few years would 

have me trusting NO ONE- believe you me there are people out there in this 

community - pretending to be your brother - then stabbing you in the back- 

mercilessly and some of them claim to belong to religious causes - but are nothing 

more than common criminals and egotistical hypocrites. But somewhere, you have 

to trust someone, who believes in honesty , integrity and honour.

During Ramadhan, Wiggy and his buddy Rab the Bunny are taking a sabbatical- 
but like those legendary words in their own style- “they vill be buck!!!”   

PLEASE NOTE: The Albert Drive Dental Practice has 
moved, they are now The Shields Road Dental Practice

(at the bottom of Shields Road/ St Andrews Drive)
BIGGER PREMISES AND BETTER COMFORT
EXCELLENT  TREATMENT ALL WELCOME 




